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 DUES BILLING CHANGES 
 

Some members may have received multiple dues notices this year. Please 
accept our apologies for the repetition! If you have paid your 2021 dues, you 
should not see another bill until August of next year. 
 
Supreme Council has changed the billing schedule in order to streamline all 
Scottish Rite dues collection to match the Scottish Rite fiscal year (August 1-
July 31). Our valley was allowed to bill in March as usual one last time. Though 
we were under the impression that there would be no further correspondence 
until a 2nd notice in August, that’s not quite how it worked out.  
 
Going forward, rather than in March/April, please expect dues notices for 2022 
to arrive in the summer of 2021, and each summer thereafter. Thank you for 
your patience and understanding as we navigate this tremendous change. Look 
for more info to come on the new format of your bill in future notices! 
 
 
 
 
 

Commander-in-Chief’s February 2020 Cruise Crew! 
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Thrice Potent Master’s Corner 
    Timothy L. Pletcher, 32° 
               
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
Brethren, 
These have been challenging times for the Scottish Rite in 
general, and the Valley of Reading in particular. As I write 
this message, there is still uncertainty about the remainder 
of this year. What is clear is that we will not be back to 
normal until at least January. The officers have been closely 
following the latest events and adjusting accordingly. 
We were able to hold the family picnic on July 26, 2020. To 
meet government requirements, we had a caterer and 
required masks and distance. Around 60 members and their 
families enjoyed the picnic! 
I sadly announce that we have had to cancel the Feast of 
Tishri. After much discussion and thought, the officers 
decided that under the present requirements and the 
uncertainty of future restrictions, that it would not be 
feasible to have the Feast of Tishri. We will have a stated 
meeting in October either as normal, a GoTo Meeting or a 
combination of both. At this time, we have not decided on 
the November reunion. 
I am encouraging the members to obtain petitions for this 
fall. Whether we have the reunion or not, I am encouraging 
new petitioners to take advantage of at least one of the 
three virtual reunions being offered by Supreme Council. 
The Valley office may be contacted for details. By viewing 
one of these online virtual reunions, the petitioner will 
become a Scottish Rite Mason. Remember the special 
incentive of no membership and initiation fees, still applies. 
We have not been permitted to share fraternal relations 
and contact; however, we still have Brothers who are ill, 
suffering or in need. Reach out to our Brothers by phone or 
e-mail. We have lost a particularly important Brother to our 
Valley and the list of sick Brothers is growing. We may not 
be able to visit and sit with our Brothers in need, but we 
can still call or e-mail them. We do not want our Brothers to 
feel they have been abandoned by us in this time of stress 
and uncertainty.  
Your Valley officers are planning to get the Valley back to 
normal as soon as possible. It is going to take a lot of work 
to reestablish our programs and activities. We have 
suffered worse and survived. I am certain that we will come 
out of these challenging times stronger than ever. 
 
Deus Meumque Jus 
Harry E. Hackman, Jr. 
Commander-in-Chief 
 
  

 
The Commander-in-Chief  

Harry E. Hackman, 33° 
 

 

Brothers, 
I hope everyone is doing well and following the 
advice of our health officials. Scottish Rite masonry 
will hopefully come back in the fall and I’m hopeful 
that it will bounce back stronger than ever. I know all 
of our blue lodges are rearing to go as soon as 
possible. 
In the meantime, I think that the worst of times can 
also bring out the best of things. Everyone has 
probably gotten to spend more time with family and 
loved ones. Some of you are now school teachers 
and may be considering how they do that job 
without going insane.  Some of you probably have 
the Valley as your last priority right now and that’s 
okay.  These are the times and stations in life that the 
lessons taught in freemasonry help you cope with 
difficult situations that arise. I want to take a moment 
and thank Brother Rich Parshley for his year as TPM 
and his service to the Valley of Reading. In closing, I 
wish everyone a healthy, safe, and enjoyable summer 
and I can’t wait to see all of you again in the fall. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Timothy L. Pletcher, 32° 
Thrice Potent Master 

Valley Notice is a publication of the four bodies of the 
Valley of Reading, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction and 
is the official notice of meetings, events and activities 

of the Valley. 
Please provide timely submissions to the Editor: 

Jillian Shotzbarger, P.O. Box 6013, Reading, PA 19610 
Phone: 610-373-0790, Fax: 610-373-0795 

Email: valley.of.reading@comcast.net 
Note: All submissions are subject to 

revision. 
Please provide all Valley Notice submissions 

in .doc/.docx format to allow for editing. 
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Sovereign Prince Speaks 
Theodore H. Wallace, 32° 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Fraternal Greetings Princes! 
Congratulations to all of the outgoing 2019 Officers! You 
had a “different” year. Thank you Robert Long, now the 
immediate PSP, you had a pretty successful year. You have 
provided me with lots of information, I will pass on. Thank 
you to the Line Officers, for your support and I look 
forward to a great year. Let’s face it…you’re the BEST. To 
all of the Past Sovereign Princes; without your guidance 
and confidence, and a few (OK quite a few) corrections, I 
would not be humbled with this honor, nor prepared to 
take these reins without your help. I look forward to your 
continued words of encouragement (correction), aid and 
assistance. 
As we embark on this journey through the next phase of 
the unknown, we, as Brothers of the Craft, can rest 
assured; our Faith in the Great Architect of the Universe 
will guide us through. We know we can count on our 
Brothers for that boost in our day. We obligated ourselves 
as Princes, to “assist the distressed”; now is our time to 
act, and help those brethren that have been affected by 
these times of uncertainty. 
I want to take a few moments to acknowledge the SRVC 
and Train Club. These folks go out of their way to show the 
goodness in their hearts every year at various holiday 
events. They are always looking for help, so when we are 
able to gather again, please offer to do what you can. 
 
Lastly, I usually end with a quote from TR, so here it is: 
“Rarely has any people enjoyed greater prosperity than we 
are now enjoying. For this we render heartfelt and solemn 
thanks to the Giver of Good; and we seek to praise Him -
not by words only -but by deeds, by the way in which we 
do our duty to ourselves and to our fellow men.” -
Theodore Roosevelt 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Theodore H. Wallace 32° 
Sovereign Prince 

 
One quote has resonated with me since the beginning of the 
pandemic, and now with the latest challenges our country is 
facing: “I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said 
Frodo. “So do I,” said Gandalf, “and so do all who live to see 
such times. But, that is not for them to decide. All we have to 
decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” 
This small passage is taken from the Lord of the Rings Trilogy, 
by J.R.R. Tolkien. I would guess that many of the members 
reading this message have also enjoyed those books. The best 
wisdom is often found in the place that we think of last. As 
Scottish Rite Freemasons, we are surrounded by fonts of such 
wisdom, but when did you last consult one of them? 
How long has it been since you considered the holy text of 
your faith, the philosophy of the ancients, or even your 
Masonic ritual (beyond the need for memorization, that is!) 
Daily, we look to the newspapers, televised news coverage, 
magazines, the internet, and social media to inform and 
shape our opinions.  We enjoy finding people who agree with 
our views, while we feel challenged by those who don’t. This 
situation isn’t unique to our current events. It’s been 
happening since the foundation of our country, back to the 
time of Hamilton, Jefferson, Madison, and Burr.  
Since those early days, one institution has stood alongside 
our Country. It champions the equality of men and the ability 
to disagree in a civil way. Freemasonry is a bastion of 
discourse and equality. Scottish Rite Freemasonry, being an 
extension of that Fraternity, is a similar institution. It is the 
goal of our Rite to build on the principles outlined in the Craft 
degrees, providing an additional depth of symbolism and 
thought for our members to contemplate.  
It is in this spirit of equality, discourse, and contemplation 
that I invite you to mull over the following quote, taken from 
the Feast of the Paschal Lamb, performed each year by your 
Rose Croix officers as a remembrance of our departed 
Brothers. 
“Toleration – the will to understand and respect the opinions 
of others. To no man is given the right to dictate to another in 
matters of belief and faith. No man is infallible and the sole 
possessor of truth. A Freemason grants to every man those 
rights which he claims for himself.” 
Yours in Faith, Hope, and Charity, 
Bro. Seth C. Anthony, 32° 
Most Wise Master 

Most Wise 
Master’s Moment 

Seth C. Anthony, 
HGA 32° 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1425170
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1425170
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1425170
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1425170
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1425170
https://www.azquotes.com/author/12606-Theodore_Roosevelt
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IN MEMORIAM 
The Valley of Reading remembers with 

respect the following Brethren whose deaths 
have been reported since the last publication 

of the Valley Notice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
   Stay tuned for details 
    about our upcoming 
  October stated meeting! 

William K. Shawl 
Lodge No. 753 

October 25, 2017 
 

Howard D. Young 
Lodge No. 309 
August 7, 2018 

 
Herbert F. Houck 
Lodge No. 254 
May 25, 2019 

 
Clarence H. Egolf 

Lodge No. 254 
October 3, 2019 

 
James E. Hensel 
Lodge No. 383 

October 30, 2019 
 

Frederick Seewald, Jr. 
Lodge No. 106 

January 30, 2020 
 

Donald C. Haag 
Lodge No. 254 
May 1, 2020 

 
John J. Kessler, Jr. 

Lodge No. 254 
May 10, 2020 

 
Gregory B. Francis 

Lodge No. 340 
May 13, 2020 

 
William L. Snyder, MSA 

Lodge No. 665 
May 25, 2020 

 

Donald J. Fonda 
Lodge No. 75 
May 19, 2017 

 
Frederick W. Nowark, Jr. 

Lodge No. 310 
June 19, 2018 

 
Philip Barnhard IV 

Lodge No. 322 
January 25, 2019 

 
Walter S. Winters, Jr. 

Lodge No. 446 
June 1, 2019 

 
Chester Perfetto 
Lodge No. 227 

October 9, 2019 
 

Merlin A. Beil 
Lodge No. 767 

December 2, 2019 
 

Clifford H. Weber 
Lodge No. 226 

February 21, 2020 
 

Frederick K. Adam 
Lodge No. 227 
May 3, 2020 

 
William T. Spayd 
Lodge No. 377 
May 13, 2020 

 
Robert G. Eckroth, MSA 

Lodge No. 549 
May 20, 2020 

In Memoriam continued… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary C. Geisinger 
Lodge No. 660 
July 20, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph W. Simon 
Lodge No. 553 
May 30, 2020 

 
Harry P. Painter 
Lodge No. 479 
June 16, 2020 

 
Lowell H. Fisher, Jr.  

Lodge No. 245 & 322 
July 4, 2020 

Harold R. Hayes 
Lodge No. 309 
May 31, 2020 

 
Donald G. Miller 
Lodge No. 435 
June 16, 2020 

 
Kim R. Kegerise MSA 

Lodge No. 665 
July 16, 2020 
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Good Day, One and All, 
I feel like it has been forever since we last met.  I trust that all have been well and look forward to our next meeting and 
seeing old friends again.  The Scottish Rite Valley of Reading comes under the operational directives of the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction in Lexington, Massachusetts.  As we speak, I am hoping to resume meetings in September.  Our 
meetings will still be the 3rd Wednesday at 12 Noon, which would be September 16, 2020. 
There will be some changes, such as number of people at a table, and naturally, wearing a mask when entering the 
building, walking around and when passing through the food line.  Once you are seated, you may remove your mask. 
Regarding the menu, our dear friend Dori Martin has retired from catering.  After searching for a new caterer, we have 
chosen Kathryn’s Katering who has been around for over 20 years and services the Rajah Shrine.  They are onboard for 
our next meeting.  At this point there is no change in cost of the meal.  It will be a work in progress, and your opinions 
would be greatly appreciated by the officers of the organization. 
At this point in time, I am not entertaining any day trips.  Most places are currently operating at 25 percent capacity, if 
they are open at all for business. 
Once we do start holding meetings, they will be a continual work in progress as to how we operate.  However, we will 
get back to some type of normality.     Your cooperation and comments will be most appreciated. 
Until such time as we do meet again; please be safe, stay cool and trust in the good Lord that we will all meet again. 
Sincerely and Fraternally 
Carey M. Kaucher, President 
Scottish Rite Golden Eagles 
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The Feast of Tishri scheduled for September 25th 
has been cancelled.  

Please consider donating what might have been 
spent on banquets this year to the fund mentioned 

above or the Children’s Dyslexia Center. 

  


